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Far Western District 
Board of Directors & Management Team 

Minutes June 17, 2017 
Fullerton, Ca. 

 
Executive Vice President Craig Hughes Called the meeting to order at 8:02AM.  Management 
Team Members in attendance:  Royce Ferguson, Bill Rosica, Bryan Forbes, and David Melville. 
EVP Craig Hughes reported that CSLT Steve Salmon had resigned from the Management Team. 
In a joint meeting with the Board of Directors a number of topics were discussed.  Leadership 
Academy, Harmony College West, Senior Chorus Festival, Membership, and Contest Issues such as 
new software, shell, and back rails on risers.  
Bryan Forbes, Event Chairman will see that these items are added to the Convention Manual.  
Bryan reviewed items in his report, with discussion about Photography, changing the Early Bird 
registration deadline to be the same as the Cut-Off for the CJ-20.  He also announced that 
Bakersfield would host the Fall Convention. 
Royce Ferguson, Director Development led the discussion regarding finding individuals to fill 
director and leadership positions. 
Bill Rosica, Membership Chairman gave all of the DVP’s pins to be presented to chapter members 
to stress bringing in new members. 
David Melville, Marketing & PR Chairman led the discussion on Westags, & Westunes, including 
making sure that Westunes type of information is available to all current and past members. David 
suggested that Quartets and Choruses advertise in Westunes.  He also discussed the website, mail 
options, and advised that the payment process has changed from PayPal to “Square”. 
Group discussion about the “Sunshine Chairman” position.  It was decided that each Division Vice 
President would be responsible for someone in their Division to fill the position.   
Mark Freedkin presented information about “Youth In Harmony”.  Mark shared with those in 
attendance what has worked in Southern California for the past 17 Years.    He offered to prepare a 
presentation for “Leadership Academy” on what has worked, and how chapters can get involved. 
 
President Gordon Bergthold called the Board of Directors meeting to order at 1:29 PM.  Board 
members in attendance were:  Gordon Bergthold, Craig Hughes, Allen Webb, Bob Gray, Rich Owen, 
Nick Papageorge, Bill Rosica, Richard Lund, John Bloomquist, Ron Black, and Craig Ewing. 
 
President Bergthold addressed the Board of Directors and Management Team, offering special 
thanks to EVP Craig Hughes along with thanks to Bryan Forbes and Rich Owen.  Following his 
remarks, President Bergthold advised the addition of “Adopt Standard Chapter By-Laws” to Old 
Business in the Agenda.  He requested a Motion to Approve the revised Agenda. 
 
Motion & Second to Approve the Meeting Agenda.  Motion Approved. 
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President Bergthold then requested a motion to approve the minutes of the previous Board Meeting. 
 
Motion & Second to Approve the Minutes of the March 9, 2017 Board of Directors meeting in 
Sacramento, CA.   Motion Approved. 
 
President Gordon Bergthold advised that all of the Vice President reports were in the brochure 
which was posted on the FWD Website.  Each Vice President discussed their Division.   
 
Arizona Division VP John Bloomquist advised that the 2018 Arizona Division Contest was 
scheduled at the same time as Sweet Adeline Region 21 Contest. 
 
Motion & Second to move the date of the 2018 Arizona Division Contest  from April 21, 2018 to April 
27-28, 2018.  Motion Approved. 
 
Craig Ewing, Music and Performance VP discussed the Senior Chorus Festival, Educational 
Programs, and Leadership Academy/Harmony College West. 
 
Motion & Second to Continue offering Leadership Academy/Harmony College West.  Motion 
Approved. 
 
Motion & Second to have AHSOW responsible for the payment of the AHSOW room at 
Conventions.  Motion Approved.  
 
Motion & Second to Approve the Webcast at the FWD Convention.  Motion Approved. 
 
Motion & Second to remove the position of CSLT from the FWD Management Team, and remove 
the reference to CSLT from the Statement of Policy.  Motion Approved. 
 
Immediate Past President Allen Webb reviewed the edits he recommends in the Statement of 
Policy.  (The edits are posted in the Summer Board Meeting brochure on the FWD Website.)   
 
Contest & Judging VP Ron Black added additional edits from the Contest and Judging Section 
which will be moved to the Contest & Judging Manual. 
 
Motion & Second to accept proposed changes to the SOP and recommend approval of changes to 
the Fall House of Delegates in Bakersfield.  Motion Approved.  
 
Motion & Second to Adopt the July 5, 2016 Edition of the BHS Standard District Bylaws.  Motion 
Approved. 
 
Immediate Past President Allen Webb representing the Nominating Committee delivered the “Slate 
of Officers for 2018. 
 Craig Hughes  President 
 Bill Rosica   Executive Vice President 
 Gordon Bergthold  Immediate Past President 
 Jim Maass   Secretary 
 Rich Owen   Treasurer 
 Dick Whitten   Northwest Division Vice President 
 Ron Black   Northeast Division Vice President 
 Brent Anderson  Southwest Division Vice President 
 Nick Papageorge  Southeast Division Vice President 
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 Adam Kaufman  Arizona Division Vice President 
 Brett Littlefield  Contest & Judging Vice President 
 Craig Ewing   Music & Performance Vice President 
 
Motion & Second to Approve the Slate of Officers for 2018 and recommend approval to the Fall 
House of Delegate.  Motion Approved  
 
Group discussion regarding Per Diem for Board, Management Team, Committee Chairman, and 
other FWD Officials who are required to be in attendance at meetings.  The existing Per Diem 
information from the SOP is listed below. 
 
10.4	EXPENSES	OF	DISTRICT	OFFICIALS	
MEMBERS	OF	THE	FWD	BOD,	COMMITTEE	CHAIRMEN	AND	OTHER	OFFICIALS	WHO	MAY	BE	ELECTED	OR	APPOINTED,	ARE	
ENTITLED	TO	REIMBURSEMENT	FOR	ACTUAL	EXPENSES	INCURRED	IN	THE	CONDUCT	OF	THEIR	RESPONSIBILITIES	(INCLUDING	
REQUESTED	ATTENDANCE	AT	MEETINGS	OF	THE	FWD	BOD)	WITHIN	THE	LIMITS	OF	THEIR	BUDGET	AS	FOLLOWS:	
A)	STANDARD	PUBLIC	TRANSPORTATION	FARES,	INCLUDING	TAX,	OR	A	PER-MILE	RATE	APPROVED	BY	
THE	FWD	BOD	FOR	USE	OF	AUTOMOBILE.	(NOTE:	THE	PER-MILE	REIMBURSEMENT	DOES	NOT	INCLUDE	TOLLS,	PARKING	
CHARGES,	ETC.,	THEREFORE	SHOULD	BE	INCLUDED	SEPARATELY	ON	THE	EXPENSE	VOUCHERS).	REIMBURSEMENT	FOR	AUTO	
TRAVEL	SHALL	NOT	EXCEED	THE	LOWEST	ROUND-TRIP	AIRFARE	WHEN	AVAILABLE.	
B)	BASIC	COST	OF	HOTEL	ROOM	PLUS	TAX,	WHEN	NECESSARY	TO	BE	AWAY	FROM	HOME	OVERNIGHT.	
C)	MEALS,	WHEN	REQUIRED,	AT	A	PER	DIEM	AMOUNT	
APPROVED	BY	THE	FWD	BOD.	
	
FWD	Treasurer	Rich	Own	presented	information	he	obtained	from	other	District	Treasurers	and	from	the	
Society.		
	
	The	BHS	per	diem	rate	is:	

For International & Midwinter, we offer a per diem for food of $50/day broken down at $10 breakfast, 
$15 lunch and $25 dinner, but subtracting meals that are paid by the Society.  For other events and 
travel, these have been guidelines, but more subject to manager discretion on approval (i.e., if remote 
staff come into town, they do not receive a per diem, but rather expense meals that should fall within 
these guides).	
For mileage, our policy is $0.30/mile capped at comparable air fare.  
	

Motion & Second to adopt the Society Per Diem Language and Meal Cost as stated above.  This will 
be used as clarification of the Far Western District Policy as stated in the Statement of Policy.  
Motion Approved. 
 
Group discussion led by FWD Treasurer Rich Owen for the 2018 Budget. 
The budget was based on history from past years as well as projections for 2018. 
 
Budget Information below: 
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2018	Budget	
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Motion & Second to accept the 2018 Budget and recommend the Approval of the Budget by the 
House of Delegates at the Fall Meeting in Bakersfield.  Motion Approved. 
 
Discussion of Contest Entry Fees, and problems associated with making change at convention for 
those not pre-registered.  
 
Motion & Second to adopt fees of $70, $60, & $50 for Division Contests.  These are recommended 
figures.  Fees are to be divisional by Two and will be rounded up to even Five Dollars.  Motion 
Approved. 
 
The Quartet and Chorus drawing was completed. 
 
For the Good of the Order:  Many Thank You Messages to all.  Special Thank You to Masters of 
Harmony for their help with the SoCal East & West Contest. 
 
President Gordon Bergthold adjourned the meeting at 5:41PM  
 
Next FWD Board meeting October 19, 2017 in Bakersfield CA. 
 
Respectfully Submitted 
 
 
Bob Gray 
FWD Secretary 


